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Speaker Profiles

%% Cheryl Robbins

Cheryl Robbins is an award-winning English-language tour guide licensed by
Taiwan’s Tourism Administration. Originally from Los Angeles, California, she
came to Taiwan after earning a Bachelor's degree in Zoology from the University
of California, Davis, in 1989. Having explored much of Taiwan, she has written
extensively about her adventures in numerous publications. She is also the co-
author of The Real Taiwan and the Dutch: Traveling Notes from the Netherlands
Representative and author of a three-book series under the title A Foreigner's
Travel Guide to Taiwan's Indigenous Areas. Dedicated to the promotion of
indigenous area sustainable tourism, she completed a Master's degree in Cultural
Management from the University of Northumbria and launched the Tribe-Asia
Website. She is currently working to develop itineraries for international travelers
into indigenous areas and in this capacity cooperates with travel agencies,
government units, and NGOs.
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BiZ'E Chih-Hsien Chen
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#iFIE Tony Sowang Kuo

Dr. Tony Kuo received his Ph.D. in America Studies from Tamkang University,
Taiwan in 2002. He has published “The American Think Tanks and Their Influence
on the U.S. Cross-Straits Policy Making” and “Academic-Industrial Collaboration
Case Study: Establishing Internationalized Environments” for academic

research. Dr. Tony Kuo has been a Committee Member in Youth Development
Administration, Ministry of Education (2008-2017) and CEO of Zypher Foundation
(2015-2017).

He has been contributing to International higher education for decades. In 2011,
he established the Office of International Affairs in Shih Chien University and
served as the Dean. He has also been an advisor of Taiwan Study Center of George
Washington University since 2002, a visiting scholar of Henry L. Stimson Center in
Washington DC since 2010, and a visiting scholar of University of Texas at Austin
since 2016. In 2019, he assumed several administrative positions at National
Taipei University of Education as Chief Director of the Global Affairs Office, the
Director of Learning and Instruction International Graduate Program, and the
Associate Professor of Southeast Regional Studies Graduate Program. After 2020,
he returned to Shih Chien University and served as the Vice President and Dean of
the Office of International Affairs.
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M55 Annie Lin
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4% Yukan Maray
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#MZHE Yvonne Hao

Hao Tzu-Ya is from Keelung City, Taiwan and received her bachelor’s degree in
Teaching Chinese as a Second Language with a minor in Applied English from
Ming Chuan University. She has been a substitute teacher at Taipei Municipal
Dunhua Junior High School from 2023 to 2024, and before that she was an English
teacher at Taipei Wego Private Senior High School from 2018 to 2023. She has
been teaching Mandarin as a second language since 2011 in the Teacher Training
Program for American Chinese Heritage Students. Now, she is in the Teachers

of Critical Language Program teaching Mandarin at Tommy’s Road Elementary
School in Goldsboro, NC.
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TR Chia-Ning Chang
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jkEEsE Ting-Hsuan Chang

Ting-Hsuan Chang earned her master’s degree in Chinese as a Second Language
from National Taiwan Normal University. She views education as a driving force
for societal progress, particularly through language acquisition that fosters
collaboration and communication. As a Fulbright FLTA during the 2020-2021
academic year, she guided her students to achieve language mastery. She also
served as a visiting lecturer at the University of British Columbia in the 2023-2024
academic year and has been an instructor at the Middlebury Chinese Language
School in Vermont during the summers since 2022. Believing in the value of
immersive learning beyond the classroom, Ting-Hsuan is dedicated to teaching
and lifelong learning. She brings her passion and expertise to the Critical
Language Program, serving with humility and honor during the 2022-2023 and
2024 academic years.
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4747 Sun-Li Chi
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#HEE Yi-Hsiu Peng
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5% Sarah Thomas

Sarah Thomas is a TEFL advisor for the Foundation of Scholarly Exchange

in Taiwan. She received a bachelor's degree in Psychology and a master’s in
Teaching from the University of Virginia. After graduating, Sarah worked as a
Special Education teacher in the United States. She then became an ETF Fellow in
Taiwan for two years, first working at an elementary school in Changhua teaching
English (2022-2023) and then moving to NSYSU ( #1117Kk£2 ) in Kaohsiung to assist
with the University's EMI initiatives (2023-2024). In her current position as an
advisor, Sarah supports both US, Taiwanese, and international English and CLIL
teachers who serve at K-9 schools across Taiwan through training, workshops,
observations, and consultations.
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B398 Xiqiang Ou
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Jd154% Rebecca Chih-I Lai

Dr. Chih-I Lai is a full-time curator of Asian decorative arts at the National Palace
Museum (NPM) in Taiwan. She has deep expertise in material and visual culture
and focuses on analyzing museum collections through design anthropology. From
2021 to 2022, Dr. Lai contributed to the creation of innovative drone displays at
the NPM Southern Branch, introducing new ways to interpret art. In 2023, she
revitalized the permanent textile exhibition there with the theme “Wrapping
Cultures: Asian Textiles from the NPM Collection,” enhancing the understanding
of the Qing court collection within a broader cultural context. Most recently,

in 2024, she played a key role in curating the “NPM Asian Art Festival: Month

of Okinawa, Japan,” further enriching the museum's offerings and promoting
appreciation for Asian artistic heritage.
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WES7 Lisa Lin

Experienced administrator with a demonstrated history of working in the
education management industry. Skilled in Nonprofit Organizations, Intercultural
Communication, Youth Development, Program Evaluation, and Academic
Advising. Strong professional with a Master's degree in Economics from San
Diego State University-California State University and a Master’s degree in Political
Science from National Chengchi University.

#E{~ Yujen Lien

Lien Yujen, Principal of ViewSonic College at ViewSonic Corp. and Adjunct
Associate Professor at Chung Yuan Christian University, specializes in teaching
Chinese as a Second Language. He leads the Mandarin Learning Center,
leveraging his expertise in merging information technology with language
education and creating digital learning materials. Yujen's educational journey and
passions have equipped him with a profound knowledge of various educational
tools, websites, services, software, and hardware pertinent to Chinese language
instruction. His roles as a trainer, educator, and researcher are centered on the
integration of emerging technologies, mobile devices, AI and social media in the
realm of Chinese language teaching. Yujen's work is characterized by his focus on
technology-enhanced course and curriculum design. Currently, he is pioneering
the use of cutting-edge technologies to engage with Chinese language educators
and learners globally. His digital teaching chanel has attracted over 53,000
subscribers, amassing more than 6.3 million views, demonstrating his impact in
the field of language education and technology.
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